
**May 2026 Newsletter**
Our next regular business meeting will be this Wednesday

May 6th, 2026 at 10:00am

The Meeting location is the AAA Building 700 Horizon Drive Hamilton,
NJ

The April Newsletter has also been uploaded to the Association's
website on the Newsletter Page.

The Executive Session will be held on Wednesday, May 6,
2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. This session will not be

broadcast on Zoom.

CLICK FOR REGULAR MEETING ZOOM LINK

Coffee and Refreshments provided for this meeting by
Jacob from Stalker Radar

Stalker Radar provided an overview of its latest
traffic enforcement and data collection
technology, including portable radar units and
traffic monitoring systems designed to support
speed enforcement and roadway safety
initiatives. Their equipment offers agencies
efficient, accurate tools for both enforcement
and data-driven deployment strategies.

Thank you to Stalker Radar for their support.

 

http://www.njptoa.org
https://zoom.us/j/96011886480


STALKER RADAR

J-Tech Presentation

J-Tech is a Pennsylvania-based leader in
roadway safety equipment, specializing in
crash attenuator trucks and advanced work
zone protection systems designed to enhance
safety for both law enforcement and roadway
personnel. Their solutions focus on improving
visibility, reducing risk in active work zones, and supporting safe
traffic operations during incidents and construction activities.

J-Tech was unable to attend the April meeting and is now scheduled
to present at the May meeting.

J-Tech

Rutgers VTC / Civic Eye – PSEE Training Program

https://stalkerradar.com/
https://jtechusa.com/


Representatives from Rutgers University’s Voorhees Transportation
Center (VTC), in partnership with Civic Eye Collaborative and the New
Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety, will be presenting at the
May meeting regarding upcoming Pedestrian Safety Education and
Enforcement (PSEE) workshops.

These workshops are funded through NJDHTS and will be offered at
no cost to law enforcement agencies. The training is designed to
support officers with practical strategies for pedestrian safety
enforcement, community engagement, and data-driven approaches
to reducing pedestrian-involved crashes. Agencies interested in
hosting or participating in upcoming sessions are encouraged to
attend the presentation.

Move over AwaReness Campaign (M.A.R.C.)



Donna Setaro, mother of fallen New Jersey State Trooper Marc
Castellano, will be attending the May meeting to provide an update
on the Move over AwaReness Campaign (M.A.R.C.). The
presentation will highlight recent accomplishments, including a New
York Giants public service announcement, as well as current and
future initiatives focused on promoting compliance with New Jersey’s
Move Over Law.

She will also be seeking input and support from NJPTOA members to
help expand the program and strengthen ongoing awareness efforts
across the state. The June Goal Zero initiative will be dedicated in
memory of Trooper Marc Castellano in support of these efforts.

NJPTOA President's Message
May 2026
As we move into May, we find ourselves at a critical point in the year
for traffic safety, public awareness, and reflection within our
profession.

From a statewide perspective, New Jersey continues to trend in the
right direction with fatal crash data. Year-to-date in 2026, we are
seeing a slight decrease in fatalities compared to 2025, and a



continued reduction from 2024 numbers. While this is encouraging,
the reality remains that the numbers are still far too high. Each fatal
crash represents a life lost and a family forever changed.

The data continues to reinforce what we already know—most fatal
crashes are preventable. Driver inattention, excessive speed, and
poor decision-making remain the leading contributing factors. As
traffic safety professionals, our mission must remain focused on
meaningful, high-visibility enforcement coupled with public education.
Our presence on the roadway matters, and the work you do each day
directly contributes to saving lives.

May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, a time to remind the
motoring public to share the road and remain vigilant. Motorcyclists
remain one of the most vulnerable groups on our roadways, and far
too often we see speed and inattention contributing to these
tragedies.

We are also kicking off the Click It or Ticket campaign, one of the most
impactful enforcement initiatives we participate in each year.
Seatbelt use remains one of the simplest and most effective ways to
reduce serious injury and death in crashes. High-visibility
enforcement during this campaign continues to play a critical role in
increasing compliance and saving lives.

This month also carries deep meaning for law enforcement as we
recognize National Police Week. It is a time to honor those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice and to stand alongside the families who
continue to carry that loss each day.

On Saturday, May 9, we mark the beginning of the 30th Anniversary
ride of the Police Unity Tour to Washington, D.C. Whether you are
riding, supporting as a motor officer, or attending as a surviving
family member, this event represents the very best of our profession.
We ride to ensure that those who gave their lives in the line of duty
are never forgotten.

As always, I encourage each of you to stay engaged, stay visible, and
continue to make a difference in your communities. Just as
importantly, take care of yourselves and each other. The work we do
is demanding, but it is meaningful—and it matters.

Stay safe.



Chief Antonio Ellis

President

New Jersey Police Traffic Officers Association

2026 Statewide Fatal Crash Snapshot
New Jersey’s 2026 fatal crash data continues to show steady progress
compared to the same point last year. As of April 28, 2026, the state
has recorded 149 fatal crashes and 157 fatalities, compared to 154
crashes and 166 fatalities at the same point in 2025. This reflects a
5.4% year-to-date reduction in fatal crashes.

Looking at full-year trends, 2025 ended with 565 fatalities,
representing an 18.6% reduction from 2024’s total of 691 fatalities.
While this sustained progress is encouraging, the continued loss of life
underscores the need for ongoing enforcement and engagement.

Fatal crash data remains a key barometer of roadway safety.
Continued data-driven enforcement, high-visibility initiatives, and
coordinated statewide efforts remain essential to maintaining
progress and reducing fatalities on New Jersey roadways.

New Fatal Crash Notification Process Update
The New Jersey State Police Fatal Accident Investigation Unit has fully
transitioned to the new Fatal Crash Notification system, available
through the NJSP CJIS website at https://cjis.njsp.org. The legacy
notification link has now been discontinued, and all agencies are
required to utilize the updated system moving forward.



The notification link can be accessed through the CJIS website by
selecting the “Links” tab, then “NJLETS,” and choosing “Fatal Crash
Notification,” or directly at https://fcts.njsp.org/localEntry.jsp.

Agencies must ensure that their Garden State Network (GSN)
computers are properly configured with the required HOSTS file entry:
10.111.253.144 fcts.njsp.org. Departments should coordinate with
their IT personnel to confirm this configuration is in place and remains
permanent.

As a reminder, all fatal crashes must be reported to NJSP FAIU within
24 hours. If agencies are unable to access the system, a rough draft
NJTR-1 should be emailed to faiu@njsp.gov, and FAIU will enter the
crash and provide a case number.

For assistance, agencies can contact the NJSP Fatal Accident
Investigation Unit at 609-882-2000 ext. 2037/2038 or faiu@njsp.gov.
For CJIS access issues, contact Tara Rockhill at tara.rockhill@njsp.gov
.

MVC 90-Day Vehicle Inspection Sticker Extension
The New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission has issued Administrative
Order 2026-01, providing a 90-day extension for vehicle inspection
stickers due for renewal between April 2026 and July 2026.

Under this order, inspection stickers are extended as follows: April to
July, May to August, June to September, and July to October.

Officers should be aware of these temporary extensions when
conducting enforcement and ensure that vehicles displaying affected
stickers are evaluated in accordance with the updated timelines.





Goal Zero Memorial Enforcement Campaign –
Patrolman Robert T. Tobias

Goal Zero Statewide Rollout

Next Date: Sunday May 17th, 2026 from 3-7PM
(Timeframe is flexible)

Sunday, May 17, 2026, marks a statewide Goal Zero enforcement
effort honoring Manchester Township Patrolman Robert T. Tobias,
who was tragically struck and killed in the line of duty on May 17,
1975, during a motor vehicle stop on State Highway 70.

Agencies are encouraged to participate in this unified day of
enforcement and remembrance by focusing efforts along State
Highway 70 within their area of responsibility. While the
recommended operational hours are 1500–1900, agencies may adjust
deployment times based on staffing and operational needs.

This campaign reinforces our shared mission of zero fatalities, zero
serious injuries, and zero impaired drivers, while honoring the legacy
of a fallen officer through meaningful, high-visibility enforcement.

GOAL ZERO REPORTING LINK

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe1OYLP5_79DiaZKfgnFZabhdqWRiCfQ2YkhaUdSnye-8Lw8g/viewform?pli=1


National Police Week
May 10 – May 16, 2026
National Police Week is a time to honor and remember law
enforcement officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty. Observed annually in May, this week brings together officers,
families, and communities from across the country in Washington,
D.C. to pay tribute to those who gave their lives in service.

Key events include the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial
Candlelight Vigil on May 13, 2026, and the National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service on May 15, 2026, both serving as powerful
reminders of the sacrifices made by members of our profession. This
week reinforces the continued commitment of law enforcement
officers to protect and serve their communities.

Police Unity Tour – 30th Anniversary Ride



The Police Unity Tour marks its 30th anniversary this year, continuing
its mission of honoring fallen officers and supporting the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial and Museum. Riders from across the
country will participate in this multi-day cycling event, traveling to
Washington, D.C., arriving during National Police Week.

The Unity Tour serves as a powerful tribute, raising awareness and
funds while bringing officers together in remembrance of those who
have made the ultimate sacrifice. The 30th anniversary ride highlights
three decades of dedication and unity within the law enforcement
community, culminating with riders arriving in Washington, D.C. on
May 12, 2026, ahead of the week’s memorial events.

Vehicular Heatstroke Prevention
May – September 2026
As temperatures rise, vehicular heatstroke remains one of the leading
causes of non-crash, vehicle-related fatalities for children. Parked
vehicles can heat up rapidly, creating deadly conditions in minutes—
even on mild days. Children are especially vulnerable, as their body
temperature rises significantly faster than adults.

This campaign focuses on education, awareness, and prevention,
reminding caregivers and the public that these tragedies are entirely
preventable through simple, consistent habits.



Primary Message: Stop. Look. Lock.

National Bicycle Safety Month
May 1 – May 31, 2026
May is recognized as National Bicycle Safety Month, an opportunity to
promote safe riding practices and increase awareness for both
bicyclists and motorists. As warmer weather brings more cyclists onto
New Jersey roadways, this campaign emphasizes the shared
responsibility of all road users to prevent crashes and injuries.

Bicyclists are reminded to follow traffic laws, ride predictably, and
remain visible, while motorists should stay alert, yield appropriately,
and provide safe passing distance. Increased education, awareness,
and enforcement during this period aim to reduce bicycle-related
crashes and improve roadway safety statewide.

Primary Message: **Share the Road — It’s Everyone’s
Responsibility.



Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month
May 1 – May 31, 2026
May is Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month, a timely opportunity to
increase messaging for both motorcyclists and drivers as warmer
weather brings more riders onto the road. This campaign reinforces
that motorcycle safety is everyone’s responsibility, encouraging
drivers to look twice, share the road, and remain alert for
motorcycles.

Motorcyclists are reminded to ride responsibly, avoid speeding, wear
proper protective gear, use a DOT-compliant helmet, and never ride
impaired.

Primary Message: Motorcyclists’ Safety Is Everyone’s Safety.



Click It or Ticket
May 11 – May 31, 2026
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s “Click It or
Ticket” campaign is a high-visibility enforcement initiative focused on
increasing seat belt use during one of the busiest travel periods of the
year leading into Memorial Day. Law enforcement agencies
nationwide will conduct targeted enforcement and public education
efforts to ensure drivers and passengers are properly restrained.

Seat belts remain one of the most effective ways to reduce serious
injuries and fatalities in crashes. This campaign emphasizes strict
enforcement and reinforces that failure to buckle up will result in
citations.

Primary Message: Click It or Ticket.

NHTSA Communications Calendar

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/communication-calendars


2026 Highway Traffic Safety Events Calendar

NHTSA 2026 Communications Calendar

https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/sites/tsm.gov/files/2025-03/events-calendar-2026-16206-v4-tag.pdf
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/sites/tsm.gov/files/2025-10/communications-calendar-fillable-2026-16425-v3-tag.pdf


The link below will take you to the PDF referenced above. To access
the embedded, clickable links within the document, you must open
the PDF using the link below, as the links are active only within the full
PDF version. The document is also available on the NJPTOA.ORG
Forms page of the website.

NJDHTS MAY 2026

NJDHTS APRIL 2026

Highlights from the April NJPTOA Meeting
Key outcomes from the April 1, 2026 NJPTOA General Membership
Meeting included:

• Continued positive trend in statewide fatal crash data, with
emphasis on maintaining high-visibility enforcement as traffic
volumes increase with seasonal changes

• Recognition of the 25th anniversary of John’s Law and
encouragement for agency participation in HERO Campaign initiatives

• Coordination and support for upcoming statewide initiatives,
including the April 9 Distracted Driving kickoff and April 14 Goal Zero
joint enforcement operation

• Discussion of forming and re-engaging legislative and case law
committees to monitor and provide input on traffic safety legislation

• Updates on training opportunities, including crash investigation,
drone operations, and NJTR-1 refresher courses

• Grant funding opportunities highlighted, including distracted driving,
pedestrian safety, and Click It or Ticket initiatives

• Reminder of transition to the new NJSP Fatal Crash Notification
system and importance of electronic crash reporting compliance

https://nebula.wsimg.com/1d3f32e444775f7ee7bcd888d5674710?AccessKeyId=C854CBE75AAED5A16C7C&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/d96952220f5a57c44cf8d708ad182650?AccessKeyId=C854CBE75AAED5A16C7C&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


• Regional updates including upcoming meetings, training events,
and continued support for Goal Zero enforcement efforts

Full Meeting Minutes

Meeting minutes will be available by month at the link above.

Password: njptoa

Upcoming 2026 Rutgers Training

CAIT Website
Any questions, contact: Dave Maruca at dem200@soe.rutgers.edu

http://www.njptoa.org/meeting-minutes.html
https://cait.rutgers.edu/events/














Rutgers Executive M.A. in Criminal Justice Program –
Scholarship Opportunity

Rutgers University’s School of Criminal Justice has launched a new
Executive Master of Arts in Criminal Justice program designed
specifically for working professionals in the field. This flexible,
practitioner-focused program is delivered primarily online and can be
completed part-time in approximately five semesters.



The program features a 30-credit curriculum, world-class faculty, and
two in-person workshops each semester that provide real-world case
studies, networking opportunities, and engagement with national
leaders in criminal justice. Students may also pursue specialized
certificates in areas such as Financial Crimes, Data Analysis &
Statistics, and Spatial Analysis for Public Safety and Security.

To support the program’s inaugural cohort, Rutgers is offering a
$3,500 scholarship to the first 20 students who enroll. Interested
applicants should note the July 1, 2026 application deadline.

Executive Master’s in Criminal Justice

https://rscj.newark.rutgers.edu/graduate-program/execma/




Updated Kean University Crash Investigation
Training
The New Jersey statewide crash investigation training program
administered through Kean University has transitioned to a new two-
course model designed to better align training with modern
investigative practices, officer workload, and progressive skill
development.

The former two-week Basic Crash Investigation and two-week
Advanced Crash Investigation courses have been restructured into:

Fundamentals of At-Scene Crash Investigation

This one-week (40-hour) course replaces the previous two-week Basic
Crash Investigation. It is designed as an entry-level, at-scene focused
program that emphasizes evidence recognition, documentation,
measurement, crash dynamics, human factors, and legally defensible
investigative practices. The course concentrates on proper evidence
preservation at serious-injury and fatal crashes, ensuring critical
information is accurately captured for later analytical or
reconstruction-level review.

Technical Crash Investigation and Vehicle Dynamics Analysis

This two-week (80-hour) course replaces the former Advanced Crash
Investigation and serves as the Crash Analyst-level program. The
course is math- and science-intensive and bridges the gap between
at-scene investigation and full traffic crash reconstruction. Students
are introduced to the physics and mathematical principles used to
analyze crash evidence, estimate vehicle speeds and movements,
and evaluate avoidability and potential criminal factors.



Why This Change Matters

▪ Improves
efficiency
by
focusing
Basic-
level
training
on
at-
scene
evidence
handling

▪ Establishes
a
clearer
progression
from
investigation
to
analysis

▪ Better
prepares
officers
for
advanced
reconstruction
training

▪ Preserves
investigative
quality
while
reducing
time
away
from
agencies

The training calendar is administered by the New Jersey State Police,
Highway Traffic Safety Unit, in conjunction with the New Jersey
Division of Highway Traffic Safety (NJDHTS). Any questions can be
directed to the Program Coordinator, DSG Paul Applegate #6774, by
phone at (732) 439-0529 or by e-mail at Paul.Applegate@njsp.gov.

PLEASE NOTE: Again for 2026, the registration links for each
individual course will only go active 90 days prior to the start
of the course.



Fundamentals of At-Scene Crash Investigation

Technical Crash Investigation and Vehicle Dynamics
Analysis

*REGISTRATION* goes live at 0800 hours on 06/17/2026

http://www.njptoa.org/training.html
https://www.njoag.gov/about/divisions-and-offices/division-of-highway-traffic-safety-home/police-resources/technical-crash-investigation-and-vehicle-dynamics-analysis/


*REGISTRATION* goes live at 0800 on 06/30/2026

Specialty Courses

Pedestrian Safety Enforcement Training Opportunity
A Pedestrian Safety Enforcement training session will be held on
Wednesday, June 10, 2026, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Lakewood
Township OEM, 1555 Pine Street, Lakewood, NJ 08701. This workshop
is designed to help police departments conduct safe, effective, and
defensible pedestrian safety enforcement operations within their
jurisdictions.

Training topics include New Jersey pedestrian safety laws, the 3E
approach to pedestrian safety, location selection, pre-operation
evaluation, community outreach, practical operation setup, follow-up,
and grant eligibility. The session includes classroom instruction and

https://www.njoag.gov/about/divisions-and-offices/division-of-highway-traffic-safety-home/specialty-courses/


outdoor practical application.

Space is limited to 30 seats. Agencies interested in attending should
register as soon as possible by emailing Shani Jarvis at
sjarvis@aaanortheast.com.

Advance Your Career



NJ Traffic Safety Specialist (TSS) Certification
The New Jersey Traffic Safety Specialist (TSS) Certification Program
(Levels I & II) is a free, voluntary statewide recognition program
designed to acknowledge sworn New Jersey law enforcement officers
who have demonstrated advanced training, experience, and
proficiency in traffic safety and highway enforcement. The program
promotes professional development and recognizes officers who have
achieved elevated standards in traffic safety enforcement across New
Jersey.

TSS Level I is open to actively employed sworn officers in good
standing who have completed the police academy, possess required
certifications (Speed Detection Device and Standard Field Sobriety),
and have at least three years of patrol/traffic experience. Applicants
must also earn 30 elective points through approved training,
education, military service, or traffic-related achievements.
Supervisor approval and documentation of all coursework and
certifications are required.

TSS Level II builds upon Level I and is intended for officers with
advanced expertise in traffic safety. Applicants must first obtain Level
I certification, have at least six years of patrol/traffic experience,
complete an additional 30 elective points (separate from Level I), and
possess advanced credentials such as Crash Reconstruction, ACTAR
certification, Drug Recognition Expert (DRE), or Police Traffic
Engineering training. Level II applicants must also hold an instructor
certification and submit a written traffic study or project for review.

To obtain a fillable PDF electronic version of the TSS-1 or TSS-2
applications, email Michael Tullio, TSS Program Coordinator, at
Mtullio@kean.edu 
.

Follow the links below for more details and the application for TSS
Level 1.

New Jersey TSS Level-1 Application

https://nebula.wsimg.com/0563dc92a43adcd3bdc60c074e862b4d?AccessKeyId=C854CBE75AAED5A16C7C&disposition=0&alloworigin=1


TSS Approved Course List

TSS Program Marketing Packet

The Accreditation Commission for Traffic Accident
Reconstruction

ACTAR accreditation represents the internationally recognized
professional standard for traffic accident reconstruction,
demonstrating verified competency, ethical compliance, and
advanced expertise in crash investigation and analysis.

Apply for Accreditation

Officer Down Memorial Page Reminder
The Officer Down Memorial Page honors law enforcement officers who
have made the ultimate sacrifice. NJPTOA encourages all members to
remember our fallen heroes and reinforce the importance of officer
safety every day.

Officer Down Memorial Page

https://nebula.wsimg.com/c0da5bed5da130bffc3cb5e0f9ce1618?AccessKeyId=C854CBE75AAED5A16C7C&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/d364cb9e5021849911f9c75e45f07df6?AccessKeyId=C854CBE75AAED5A16C7C&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://actar.org/accreditation/apply
https://www.odmp.org/


Warmer Weather. Busier Roads. Stay Alert.
Michael O'Hara

Executive Director, 
NJPTOA

www.njptoa.org
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